
$1,348.95

$1,311.47

$1,069.78

$977.00

$957.90

$952.08

$935.27

$932.74

$919.58

$911.68

$887.61

$400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400

NationsHealth (A)

Public Sector Partners 

Precision Discounts (A)

Preferred Prescription Discount Card

Prescription Discount Card

U Share 

drugstore.com

Walgreen's

Costco.com

Rx Savings

Pharmacy Care Alliance (B)

WEEK 1:  Comparison of Retail Prices Available Through 
Medicare Prescription Drug Discount Cards 

Selected National Cards

Waxman’s Picks

$/month

Monthly costs based on a basket of 10 drugs:  Aricept, Celebrex, Fosamax, 
Lipitor, Nexium, Norvasc, Plavix, Prevacid, Protonix, and Zocor

Prices evaluated for markets in New Mexico, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, and Washington, DC.  

Cards and prices available as of 
May 4, 2004 at www.medicare.gov

Committee on Ways and Means
5/4/2004 7:28 PM
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$887.61

$907.50

$908.49

$910.04

$911.68

$915.55

$919.58

$919.90

$934.89

$944.18

$957.90

$989.78

$1,000.95

$400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400

NationsHealth (A)

Argus Rx

Envision Rx Plus

Walgreen's

Public Sector Partners

Preferred Prescription Discount Card

Precision Discounts (A)

Prescription Discount Card

U Share 

Rx Savings

drugstore.com

Costco.com

Pharmacy Care Alliance (B)

WEEK 2:  Comparison of Retail Prices Available Through 
Medicare Prescription Drug Discount Cards 

$/month

Selected National Cards

Waxman’s 
Picks

Prices as of Week 1 
(May 4) in shaded 

area

• Envision Rx Plus and Argus Rx are new cards added to the chart this week
• Monthly costs based on a basket of 10 drugs:  Aricept, Celebrex, Fosamax, 

Lipitor, Nexium, Norvasc, Plavix, Prevacid, Protonix, and Zocor
• Prices evaluated for markets in New Mexico, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, 

and Washington, DC.  
• Prices for Walgreen’s, Argus Rx, Rx Savings, and Pharmacy Care Alliance are 

averages of lowest prices available in each of the 5 selected markets.  Prices for 
all other cards are the same across all 5 markets. 

Cards and prices available as of 
May 11, 2004 at www.medicare.gov

Committee on Ways and Means
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$ 905.34

$ 909.50

$ 910.04

$ 910.64

$ 912.90

$ 915.55

$ 919.58

$ 919.90

$ 935.13

$ 935.13

$ 941.39

$ 944.72

$ 948.19

$ 957.90

$ 986.48

$400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400

($19.95) U Share 

** ($30.00) Argus Rx

* ($20.00) Walgreen's

** ($30.00) Envision Rx Plus

** ($30.00) Public Sector Partners

($25.00) Preferred Prescription Discount Card

($0) Precision Discounts (A)

($25.00) Prescription Discount Card

($30.00) Community Care Rx

($30.00) Criterion Advantage

($24.95) Rx Savings Access Card

* ** ($29.95) Rx Savings

* ($30.00) Pharmacy Care Alliance (B)

($0) drugstore.com

($45.00) Costco.com

WEEK 3:  Comparison of Retail Prices Available Through 
Medicare Prescription Drug Discount Cards 

$/month

Selected National Cards

Average: 
$930

Prices 
available 
by mail 
order

Week 1 Price
Week 2 Price

Cards and prices available as of 
May 18, 2004 at www.medicare.gov • Amounts in parentheses are annual enrollment fees for cards.  Costco.com requires a membership fee.  

• Monthly costs based on a basket of 10 drugs:  Aricept, Celebrex, Fosamax, Lipitor, Nexium, Norvasc, 
Plavix, Prevacid, Protonix, and Zocor

• Prices evaluated for markets in New Mexico, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, and Washington, DC.  
• Prices for Walgreen’s, Argus Rx, and Pharmacy Care Alliance are averages of lowest prices available in 

each of the 5 selected markets.  Lowest prices for all other cards are the same across all 5 markets.
• * Denotes card mentioned by Rep. Waxman
• ** Denotes cards that had small price increases from Week 2 to Week 3 (ranging from $0.54 to $2.15)Committee on Ways and Means

5/18/2004

http://www.medicare.gov/


$ 897.74

$ 904.81

$ 909.50

$ 910.64

$ 912.02

$ 915.55

$ 919.58

$ 919.90

$ 941.39

$ 944.15

$ 944.15

$ 944.72

$ 948.19

$ 958.90

$ 986.48

$400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400

* ($20) Walgreen's

($19.95) U Share 

($30) Argus Rx

($30) Envision Rx Plus

($30) Public Sector Partners 

($25) Preferred Prescription Discount Card

($0) Precision Discounts (A)

($25) Prescription Discount Card

($24.95) Rx Savings Access Card

** ($30) Community Care Rx

** ($30) Criterion Advantage

* ($29.95) Rx Savings

* ($30) Pharmacy Care Alliance (B)

** ($0) drugstore.com

($45) Costco.com

WEEK 4:  Comparison of Retail Prices Available Through 
Medicare Prescription Drug Discount Cards 

$/month

Selected National Cards

Average: 
$930

Prices 
available 
by mail 
order

Week 1 Price
Week 2 Price

Week 3 mail 
order prices

Week 3 Price

Cards and prices available as of 
May 25, 2004 at www.medicare.gov • Amounts in parentheses are annual enrollment fees for cards.  Costco.com requires a membership fee.  

• Monthly costs based on a basket of 10 drugs:  Aricept, Celebrex, Fosamax, Lipitor, Nexium, Norvasc, 
Plavix, Prevacid, Protonix, and Zocor

• Prices evaluated for markets in New Mexico, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, and Washington, DC.  
• Prices for Walgreen’s, Argus Rx, and Pharmacy Care Alliance are averages of lowest prices available in 

each of the 5 selected markets.  Lowest prices for all other cards are the same across all 5 markets.
• * Denotes card mentioned by Rep. Waxman
• ** Denotes cards/sites that had price increases from Week 3 to Week 4Committee on Ways and Means
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$ 897.74

$ 903.75

$ 904.79

$ 904.81

$ 915.55

$ 916.36

$ 919.58

$ 919.90

$ 934.50

$ 937.25

$ 937.25

$ 944.72

$ 948.69

$ 958.90

$ 986.48

$400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400

* ($20) Walgreen's

($30) Envision Rx Plus

($30) Public Sector Partners

($19.95) U Share

($25) Preferred Prescription Discount Card

** ($30) Argus Rx

($0) Precision Discounts (A)

($25) Prescription Discount Card

($24.95) Rx Savings Access Card

($30) Community Care Rx

($30) Criterion Advantage

* ($29.95) Rx Savings

* ** ($30) Pharmacy Care Alliance (B)

($0) drugstore.com

($45) Costco.com

WEEK 5:  Comparison of Retail Prices Available Through 
Medicare Prescription Drug Discount Cards 

$/month

Selected National Cards

Average: 
$928

Prices 
available 
by mail 
order

Week 1 Price
Week 2 Price

Week 4 mail 
order prices

Week 3 Price
Week 4 Price

Cards and prices available as of 
June 1, 2004 at www.medicare.gov • Amounts in parentheses are annual enrollment fees for cards.  Costco.com requires a membership fee.  

• Monthly costs based on a basket of 10 drugs:  Aricept, Celebrex, Fosamax, Lipitor, Nexium, Norvasc, 
Plavix, Prevacid, Protonix, and Zocor

• Prices evaluated for markets in New Mexico, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, and Washington, DC.  
• Prices for Walgreen’s, Argus Rx, and Pharmacy Care Alliance are averages of lowest prices available in 

each of the 5 selected markets.  Lowest prices for all other cards are the same across all 5 markets.
• * Denotes card mentioned by Rep. Waxman
• ** Denotes cards/sites that had price increases from Week 4 to Week 5Committee on Ways and Means
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